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THE BRIDGE
THE MAGAZINE FOR THE COMMUNITIES

OF STURMINSTER MARSHALL,
SHAPWICK, PAMPHILL & COWGROVE

is celebrated on March 30th this year
March 2025

You can now read The Bridge in colour on line
at www.bridgemagazinedorset.com,

www.redpostbenefice.com
and www.mackrellcharity.org.uk.

Just follow the links or scan the Q.R. code.
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THE BRIDGE MAGAZINE
Bridge Publications is the committee which produces the Bridge Magazine for the
communities of Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick, Pamphill  and Cowgrove.
It is financially independent of these communities: its revenue comes from
advertising fees and fund raising activities. Our Chairman is Barry Johnson, our
Editor is Tony Cross and our Advertising Manager is Liz York.
Articles:
Contributions are welcome from all sectors of the community served by the
parishes.  Please email your article, which should be prepared on A5 (NOT A4 OR
Letter PLEASE) size pages, in MS Word (.doc or .docx) or Works (.wps), or
it can  be a .jpg file or .pdf file, to the Editor at tcenator@gmail.com
You will receive a reply.  If you do not receive a reply, please make enquiries.
If you have no email then please print your copy and send it to Court House,
Cowgrove, BH21 4EL, making it clear on the envelope that this is for the Editor of
The Bridge.

The deadline for articles for the next issue is the 15th of the month so that
the finished magazine can be sent to our printers on the 17th or 18th.
Advertisements:
Our advertising fees are as shown on page 3. If you would like to place a
commercial advertisement then please submit it by email to
bridgeadvertising@outlook.com
Please do not send any advertisements directly to the Editor.
If you need help with producing your advert you may contact Liz by post at
7 Parkelea, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DG (marking the envelope Bridge
Advertising) or by phone at 01258 857528. We will then be in touch.  Please call
01258 857528 if you do not get an acknowledgement, and ask for Liz.  This is the
number for all advertising enquiries.

The deadline for adverts to Liz for the next issue is the 12th of the month.
Inserts: Your loose leaf inserts or flyers can also be inserted in The Bridge for £20.
Please provide 300 copies of your leaflet, in banded bundles of 25, folded
to A5 size if larger, to tbc, between the 27th and 28th of the month.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you follow up any advertisement could you please
mention that you saw it in The Bridge

The Bridge is printed by
CMP UK, www.cmp-uk.com, tel: 01202 739993.

10.00am to 10.30am
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From Bridge Publications
(The Committee that produces this Magazine)

Thank you to all our supporters who have enabled us to continue with the
publication of the community magazine.  Our main source of income is
advertising and sponsorship.  If you run a small business in the village why not
consider advertising with us which could, not only, bring you customers but
also demonstrate your support for the community.

If you enjoy reading The Bridge and would like to support us with a monthly
donation, the amount would be up to you, our bank details are below.  In order
that we can keep a record we would be grateful if you could send an email
confirming your action to ebarryjohnson@aol.com.

Bank Details: Bridge Publications – Sort Code 209696 - Account 00026530
Thank you for your support.

PS.  We still need someone to join our committee.  If you are interested
and wish further information, please contact me on the above email or
give me a call on 07958 437860.

Barry Johnson - on behalf of the Bridge Committee

**********************************************************************************
The Bridge Magazine – Collection Points

Sturminster Marshall:
Nisa, Spar, The Red Lion, St. Mary’s Church, The Memorial Hall, Vines Close.

Shapwick:
St. Bartholomew’s Church, The Anchor.

Pamphill and Cowgrove:
St. Stephen’s Church, Pamphill Dairy.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bridge magazine advertising fees
Duration full page 1/2 page 1/4 page 1/8 page
12 months £220 £120 £65 £35

6 months £120 £65 £35 £30
3 months £60 £30 £20 £15
1 month £20 £15
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From The Church
Following Jesus – what’s it all about? Like a lot of you reading this, I’ve been a
Christian, a follower of Jesus for most of my life now, that’s a very long time and yet I
am still surprised at some of the ways my prayers get answered. I can testify to God’s
faithfulness throughout all those years and give many examples of the times he has
carried me through a difficult time, an illness, the loss of a loved one, not getting the job
I really wanted and so on.
I can also tell you of all the joyful occasions, when something I really wanted to happen,
but thought was very unlikely, actually happened. Oh, the joy of that moment! It must
have been a bit like that when Peter, James and John and the other fishermen cast their
nets on the other side of their boat.
A few years ago, while I was on pilgrimage in the Holy Land we were on a fishing boat
on the sea of Galilee being taught by a modern-day fisherman how to cast our nets …
it’s a longstanding tradition in that area and there is a real art to it.
We read the story of the fishermen from Luke Chapter 5 and it struck me that though
these men were experts who had been fishing these waters all their lives, Jesus was
asking them to do something completely different.
And even though they had ‘worked hard all night and hadn’t caught anything’. (Luke 5 v
5) Even though they had given up and were washing their nets. Even though they were
confident that their own methods had worked well in the past: when Jesus told them to
do something completely different they listened and their obedience paid dividends.
These were professional fishermen able to support themselves and their families by
their expertise on Lake Galilee, but they also knew it was important to listen to what
Jesus was telling them. After that day things would never be the same for them again.
Their special skills would not be wasted, but instead would be channelled into a far
more fulfilling and exciting vocation.
‘Do not be afraid’, Jesus told them, ‘From now on you will be fishers of

people.’ Luke 5 v 10
Then they followed Jesus and became his first disciples, they were engaged in ministry
from that day on, these unlikely heroes spent time with Jesus and learned from him.
Despite all their weaknesses they became ardent followers of Jesus, faithful to the end,
let’s not forget that it was three of these: Simon, James and John who ended up being
with Jesus at the transfiguration. Simon Peter, despite his impetuousness and all his
doubts and fears eventually becoming the first to be ordained by Jesus as a healer and
faithful teacher of the faith. Their lives changed completely the day they listened to
Jesus and cast their nets on the other side of the boat. Things would never be the
same for them.
Is Jesus asking you to do something different in your life? Be bold, listen to him, read
and pray and if that’s the case then be excited, as Jesus says ‘Do not be afraid’.
With every blessing,
Jane (Vicar of the Red Post Churches)
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St. Mary’s Church, 100 Club Lottery

February Draw
Main Draw

£50 92 Denise Dickerson
£30 79 Margaret and Rob Langdown
£20 78 Val Brown

Congratulations to this month’s winners.

If you would like to support St Mary’s Church, please join the 100 Club
lottery, by contacting one of the committee listed below. NUMBERS cost
just £2 per month.

Liz Jones: 49 Railway Drive, Sturminster Marshall. (Tel: 01258 857076)
Karen Royles: Parkfield, Newton Road, Sturminster Marshall. (Tel:07761867738)
Sonia Cade: Bailie View, 24 Dullar Lane, Sturminster Marshall (07717614270)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~

YOUR

ADVERT

COULD

BE

HERE
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Tivoli Theatre
BOX OFFICE & ENQUIRIES  01202 885566 www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk

MARCH FILMS
10th Warren Miller 75 7.30pm, £16.50.

11th Fly Fishing Film Tour 2025 7.30pm, £16.50.

17th, 18th September 5 (15) 7.30pm.
18th “ “ 2pm, Matinee.

24th, 25th Bridget Jones: Mad About The Boy (15) 7.30pm,
26th “ “ “ “ “ “ 12 noon.

MARCH SHOWS
1st Omid Djalili: Namaste 8pm, £28.

5th Andy Zaltman: The Zaltgeist Tour 7.30pm, £17.50.

6th Voodoo Room 7.30pm, £23.

7th Steptoe & Son Live 7.30pm, £20.

8th Whole Lotta Shakin’: The Shakin’ Stevens Story7.30pm, £26.

12th Pete Doherty: Anywhere in Albion 7.30pm, SOLD OUT

13th Cast, the LA’s and Me - 7.30pm, £26.50, meet & greet £65.
An intimate evening with singer/songwriter John Power

14th Brave Rival (rescheduled date) 7.30pm, £22.50.

15th The Dazzling Diamonds: Drag Show 2025 7.30pm, £22.50.

19th Shakespeare Schools Festival 7pm, £11, <16s £9. 10+ £8.

20th Animals & Friends 7.30pm, £27.50.

21st Shaun Ryder: 7.30pm, £30, VIP £50, Super VIP £80.
Happy Mondays and Fridays and Saturdays and Sundays

22nd The George Harrison Project 7.30pm, £22.50

23rd James Brown vs Prince; Funk Soul Orchestra 7.30pm, £27.50.

26th Kate Mosse OBE: 7.30pm, £29.50.

Unlocking the Secrets of the Labyrinth

27th The Ultimate Classic Rock Show 7.30pm, £28.

28th Kast Off Kinks 7.30pm, £23.50.

29th The Bootleg Shadows 7.30pm, £22.50.

30th The Greatest Star: Barbara Streisand Tribute Show 7.30pm, £26.50.



9



10



11



12



13

Sturminster Marshall Church Electoral Roll
Notice is given that a new Church Electoral Roll is being prepared.  Every
person who wishes to have his or her name entered on the new Roll,
whether it is entered on the present roll or not, is requested to apply for
enrolment not later than 9th March 2025.  The new Roll will take effect on
16th March 2025.  Application forms are available in the church or email
elainehuntriss@hotmail.com for an online form.  After completion, forms
should either be returned to myself, Elaine Huntriss, (Electoral roll officer)
or to a Church Warden.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PAMPHILL AND SHAPWICK PARISH COUNCIL

Next meeting is on Tuesday, 18th March 2025, at 7.30pm

at St. Bartholomew’s Church, Shapwick

Public participation is welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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MINSTER PROBUS CLUB OF WIMBORNE

Founded 1988

Our club comprises retired or semi-retired men who have held a position
of responsibility during their professional life.  We meet at the well-
appointed Hamworthy Club in Canford Magna, near Wimborne, on the first
Wednesday of the month.  Before lunch, we are entertained by speakers,
who cover a full and interesting range of subjects.  In addition, our club
holds social functions and arranges visits and other activities, involving wives
and partners, throughout the year.

But above all, we are a friendly club with a great spirit and a warm welcome
to new members.  If you would like to learn more about us, please contact
John Lewis on 01929 459357 or by email at dilyn76@hotmail.com
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St Mary’s Church Preservation Trust
AGM and CURRY NIGHT

Beer - Wine – Raffle - Quiz
Friday 21st March in the Old School

7.00 for 7.30pm - No charge!!
Donations much appreciated.

Please contact Philip Cubitt on
07859 169429 or

philipcubitt@btinternet.com
for Tickets
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www.mackrellcharity.org.uk

Discovery Café - 2.30pm on Saturday 1st March.
‘Ghost, Royals and Ferrymen’

Ferries….the original public transport
An illustrated talk by Brian Margetson

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Social lunch – 12th March. All Welcome.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Film Society – 7.30pm on Thursday 13th March

Sally’s Musical
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mackrell Lecture - 2.30pm on Saturday 15th March
‘Lawrence of Arabia’

An illustrated talk by Martin Gething
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Thursday morning Bridge Group.
Contact Katy Norman on 01258 857081 or

katy.norman1@btinternet.com
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Play reading on Monday 24th March at 2pm
The Titchfield Thunderbolt. Scripts provided.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
See our website and separate posters in the Bridge

for details of all our activities.

The Mackrell Charity
at The Old School

March 2025 Activities
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scott’s Private Hire
NEED A LIFT?

AIRPORT – DOCKS –VISITING
FAMILY

DOCTORS – HOSPITAL – SHOPPING

NEAR OR FAR, FRIENDLY RELIABLE
COMPETITIVE SERVICE

CALL US FOR A QUOTATION.  LADY DRIVER AVAILABLE.

Tel: 01258 858072 or 07886 825446
scottsprivatehire@gmail.com

( Licensed by East Dorset District Council )
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A letter from Dorset County Councillor Will Chakawhata
My name is Will Chakawhata, and I am proud to serve as your councillor for Stour and
Allen Vale.  It is a role I took on in May 2023 following the exceptional service of Robin
Cook.  Since moving from Zimbabwe over 30 years ago, Dorset has been my home for 25
years, and for the past decade, I have lived in Wimborne with my partner and two sons,
Elijah and Jacob, who attend local schools.  My son Elijah played for Sturminster Marshall for
many years, and I got to know many parents who became personal friends.  Like many of
you, I juggle work and family life demands, sharing the same hopes and challenges as any
other parent and resident in our community.

With a career spanning over 25 years in the NHS, my focus has been on mental health
governance and leadership.  I have also served as a magistrate for 12 years and worked as an
independent chair with the former Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner for three years,
improving performance.  These roles have taught me the value of listening, problem-solving,
and bringing people together to achieve meaningful results.

My priorities in Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick, Pamphill and Cowgrove are clear: well-
being, road safety, and sustainability.  The pandemic brought mental health into sharp focus,
especially for young and vulnerable people.  We must ensure our community has the
support it needs to thrive.  Even simple things like walking and listening to music are vital
ways to recharge. I encourage everyone to prioritise their well-being.

Road safety is one of the most urgent challenges we face.  Speeding and poor parking on
Newton Road, Mill Lane, King Street and High Street in Sturminster Marshall remain key
concerns.  At a meeting with over 30 residents during a joint ward councillor and Dorset
Police surgery on 1 February 2025 these issues dominated discussions.

We must act.  Blocked drains and flooding require urgent attention.  Ditches and drains
covered with silt must be cleared.  Traffic calming measures and traffic lights at Mill Lane are
necessary to improve safety.  Parking near the school and shop needs better regulation, with
calls for yellow lines to prevent unsafe conditions.  The industrial estate is impacting local
streets with overflow parking, including zigzag lines near the school, creating risks.  Builders
starting work at seven in the morning is another frustration.  Residents are questioning if
this aligns with planning conditions and there are growing concerns over contractor vehicles
blocking roads.  On the High Street, restricted parking is preventing buses from getting
through.  Leaves are not being cleared, creating muddy and slippery conditions near the
Memorial Hall.  Traffic restrictions during school runs are needed for safety.

Sustainability is another area where we all have a role to play.  I have made changes like
moving to an electric vehicle and using public transport whenever possible.  These actions
might seem small, but collectively, they matter.  While not everyone can make the same
choices, we can all contribute in ways that help protect our planet for future generations.

But above all, my focus is on you.  I want to connect with you, hear your concerns, learn
from your experiences, and work with you to find solutions that make a difference.  I aim to
foster a community where everyone feels heard, valued, and empowered to shape our
future.

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in the months ahead.  Let us have
those conversations share ideas and work together.  Please feel free to contact me at
CllrWill.Chakawhata@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Social Lunch Club
Old School Hall, Sturminster Marshall

Sponsored by the Mackrell Charity (Reg. Charity 306275)

Wednesday 12th March 2025
at midday

The Lunch Club is open to all those over 50 who live in the area.

Come and join a lively group of people – meet old acquaintances and
make some new friends – we look forward to seeing you.

Call Heather (01258 857823) or Gladys (01258 858135) if you have
any questions or need transport to get to and from the Old School.

30+
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Thanks from all the team.
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Kingston Lacy Estate News

We are definitely welcoming February at Kingston Lacy in hopes of some
drier weather.  Our current, temporary car park has suffered in the wet,
and under pressure from the numbers of visitors drawn by the annual
stunning show of snowdrops.

The good news is the construction work is continuing apace on the new
car park – if you’ve visited recently, you’ll have seen we have already
opened a small area behind the fencing for staff parking, freeing up more
spaces for visitors.  You can see the parking bays starting to take shape,
though there’s still plenty to do on the walkways and lanes, and although
it’s a bit hidden behind trees you can also see the shape of the new
reception building now the steels have gone in.

This major infrastructure project, which also encompasses new toilets
(including two disabled loos, with facilities for adult changing) and better
access for wheelchair and buggy users, is on schedule for completion by
the end of the year.  We hope to be able to open the new car park
before then, and the improvements will set up Kingston Lacy for the
future, with the facilities visitors expect.  You can find out more about
this Access for All project on the website.

Elsewhere, we are dreaming of the coming year – bookings have opened
for two of the four outdoor theatre performances coming to Kingston
Lacy.  We’re welcoming back Illyria with family favourite ‘The Wind in
the Willows’ (7 August) and Lord Chamberlain’s Men is bringing the
Shakespearian comedy ‘Twelfth Night’ (17 and 18 July).  There will also
be a performance of ‘Macbeth’ from the Duke’s Theatre Company on 25
June.

But, of course, there’s plenty going on before then, with a big focus on
the Japanese Garden which turns 20 this year.  And though it’s a bit early
to be talking about Easter, get the date in your diaries; the egg-tremely
good fun starts at the beginning of April.
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Church Services for March
Sunday 2nd:
9.15pm Sung Eucharist with choir at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall

Sunday 9th: 1st of Lent
9.15am Holy Communion at St. Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy
9.15am Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall
11.00am Morning Prayer at Morden

Sunday 16th: 2nd of Lent
9.15am Holy Communion at St. Bartholomew’s, Shapwick
9.15am Simply Worship at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall
11.00am Holy Communion at Almer

Sunday 23rd: 3rd of Lent
9.15am Family Service at St. Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy
11.00am Benefice Holy Communion at Morden

Sunday 30th: 4th of Lent and Mothering Sunday
9.15am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall

Weekday Services
Wednesdays at 9am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall
Wednesdays at 11am Midweek Communion, Wimborne Minster

Zoom Services at Red Post
If you would like to join an online Red Post service via Zoom, please
email: redpostbenefice@outlook.com for details

Zoom Services at Wimborne Minster
Meeting Number Zoom ID: 883 2976 1518
Monday to Friday        8.30am Morning Prayer

“ “ “ 5.00pm Evening Prayer
If you would like to join an online Minster service via Zoom, please
contact
Judith Lane at: villageadmin@wimborneminster.org.uk

All services and times are correct at date of going to press.



29

NOTICES

Coffee and Cake: This is a new event which will
be taking place on the second Monday of each
month at St Bartholomew’s church in Shapwick
from 9.30am – 12.00pm.
A very warm welcome awaits everyone who enjoys
coffee, cake and a chat.

Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall

Volunteers Needed
The current Chairman and Secretary of the Trustees Committee that
run the Hall are stepping down at the next AGM in May 2025.
We therefore wanted to issue, in advance, an appeal to anyone who
might be interested in either of these roles to get in touch as below for
more information.
Tim Weaver
Tel: 01258 857447 / Mob: 07785 267948
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A. White
Painter & Decorator
Excellent professional service

 33 years experience
 Interior & exterior decorating
 No job too small
 Very reliable service
 Top standard of workmanship
 Fully insured

Call Adrian on:
Tel: 01258 268735

Mob: 07718 370024
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English Usage by Michael Evans
There’s no language as good as ours!

So say many people –about our own language.  Some French people declare
how superior their tongue is especially for its logic.  But all developed languages
find ways to convey logical meanings of words and sentences.  This does not
make their languages in any way inferior to others.

Our king, when he was a prince, once urged a British Council meeting to
“maintain the position of English as a world language,”  He did not specify which
kind of English he meant, but I think he meant English-English, as if no other
form existed.  Regardless of his wishes, our language has changed little by little
since then.

No language can be prevented by law and self-appointed grammarians from
developing in new ways.  If it could, we might still be speaking in Anglo-Saxon.

Last month’s anagrams

DRUNK  ASTI – KURDISTAN
VITAL LOANS - ASTON VILLA

This month’s anagrams

POPE'S TROUSER – against reason (1 word)
COP-OUTS – Intelligent sea creature (1 word)

Sturminster Marshall Gardening Club
Programme 2025

March 19th Dorset Butterflies - Stephen Brown
April 16th History of Cherry Tree and Chestnut Nurseries

Maria Tidy
Talks take place in the Old School, Church Street, Sturminster
Marshall and begin at 7.30pm.

Visitors welcome

This magazine accepts no responsibility for the products and
services advertised.

All adverts are accepted and published in good faith.
Payments made by advertisers contribute to the cost of

publishing this magazine.
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH  JOTTINGS

www.sturminstermashall-pc.gov.uk
The Annual Litter Pick will take place on Saturday 29th March at
2:00pm starting as usual at the Memorial Hall where you will be able to collect
your equipment. We will be providing refreshments afterwards in the
Memorial Hall. Please do come along and support, and let’s hope the weather
is kind like last year. The Litter Poster created as part of a competition by a
pupil from Sturminster Marshall First School is being made into A3 signs and
will soon be displayed around the village.

We have had an incidence of riders cantering/galloping their ponies on
Churchill Close Green, this is not allowed under the bylaws. Please can you let
anyone you know who owns a pony or horse in the area that this is prohibited,
and is a safety issue for the public.

The metal Silent Soldier opposite the War Memorial on the corner of the High
Street and King Street is sadly damaged beyond repair and has been taken
down. The Parish Council will investigate a replacement. The benches around
Churchill Close Green are going to be refurbished and one will be temporarily
removed for renovation.  There is still some outstanding work to the Play Area
on the Green, but most has been completed.

The wet weather has continued and has caused a few issues with sewerage and
flooding in the Parish, although as I write it has turned colder but there is still
dampness in the air. The winter is still biting us and reminding us to wrap up
warm and keep an eye on elderly neighbours. The trees on Stocks, Maypole
and Trafalgar Green are being assessed along with the Maypole as part of the
Annual Tree Survey for any works required. The new Cattle Signs are now in
place in Mill Lane to remind motorists, and the Speedwatch group are active in
the Parish which is good news. We are very grateful to these volunteers for
giving up their time to support this valuable community resource. We have
regular meetings with the Community Highways Officer to discuss various
issues in the Parish including sunken manholes, cleaning of road signs, A350
flooding, road sweeping effectiveness, blocked drains, yellow lines and the Bus
Stop repainting to name but a few. If you see anything that you feel needs
reporting please get in touch with the Parish Clerk, the contact details are on
the Web site mention above.

Dog Fouling is on the increase again sadly, and the dog wardens are carrying
out additional patrols across Dorset. Please report any offences you witness
online on the Dorset Council website. If you type ‘Report dog fouling’ in the
search you will find the link.
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Also, don’t forget that the Citizens Advice Bus will be at Sturminster Marshall
Memorial Hall car park on 5th March and 2nd April from 10am to 12pm. They
give free confidential advice on a range of issues.

.Recent Plans and Tree works:

P/CLP/2025/00701 1 Sheriden Way, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DE -
Erect a single storey rear extension.
P/TRC/2025/00612 24 Kings Street, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4BN -
T1 & T2 Lawson Cypress - Fell and replant with Yew.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Shapwick Acoustic Sessions 2023
Great music.

Great venue - Saxon church – St. Bartholomew's.

Great acoustics.

Great value - £10 on the door, £8 in advance.

Pop-up bar.  Alcoholic, non-alcoholic drinks.

Profits going to church refurbishment.

For further details of past concerts and future dates see:
https://www.facebook.com/ShapwickSessions/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New Life Church
Sturminster Marshall

Charismatic Church
Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 in the Memorial Hall

All Welcome

For more information go to: www.nlbcuk.com
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FLOOD RISKS

There have been two floodings already this winter and there could clearly be more when
the ‘monsoon season’ begins in the spring.    The Flood Warden Team have collated a lot
of local information about conditions on the roads and the likely behaviour of the river.

We have no current reports of specific property at risk.   If you believe your property
could be in a flood risk situation let us know and we will give you an assessment.

To be reassuring, this is very unlikely to be a real worry judging from recent years, as we
have had no inundations to property since the bund was constructed in the 1970’s.

Likewise, if you are (or know of others who are) elderly and worried about flood risk,
let us know and we can give you reassuring support.      Email on: arrh48@gmail.com

Adrian Holden.      Flood Warden Team

10th March
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10th March
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*STURMINSTER MARSHALL SHORT MAT BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB

We are currently looking for new members, no experience necessary  We pride
ourselves as being a very sociable, friendly and non-League Club; our aim is to have fun
and enjoy our game.
The Club plays on the following days:-
Monday afternoons 2.00pm – 5.00pm,
Thursday evenings 6.15pm – 9.15pm,
All sessions are held in the Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall.
It is a great sport for all ages and we would welcome some younger players, so do come
along.  The club owns several sets of bowls and these can be lent to players who do not
have their own, but they must remain on the premises.  Completely flat shoes must be
worn on the mats.
We are a mixed club and we do not compete in leagues, so the emphasis is on pleasure
and not pressure.  We do join other local clubs for just friendly matches.
INTERESTED? – come along, your first three sessions will be free, so give it a try.
For information telephone:- John on 01202 690718 or Jean on 01258 857308.

HIRE
PAMPHILL PARISH HALL

FOR YOUR EVENT
Contact: Pip Chissell

at
pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com
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Qualified Arborist, Professional
tree care and hedge cutting.

For a free quotation tel.
Brian Hennessy

01258 857529 or 07773 024008

QUALIFIED ARBORIST,
PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

AND HEDGE CUTTING

Beautiful
gardens, by design

¨ Whole garden
transformations

¨ Flowerbed makeovers
(replanting)

¨ Coaching and support
¨ Garden consultations

Call Nikki on 07354 200906
or email
dorsetplantpixie@gmail.com
Fully Insured: Post Grad
Diploma in garden design

Parkfield Cottage is a fully
furnished self-catering cosy
holiday cottage on the edge of the
village.
The cottage sleeps 2 adults and 2
children plus cot and benefits from
central heating, a woodburning
stove, TV and fully fitted kitchen
including microwave.
Own secluded garden and patio plus
off road parking.
Weekly rates, short breaks or just
overnight deals available.
Open all year round. Call us for
more details.

Parkfield Cottage

1 Parkfield
Newton Road

Sturminster Marshall
Mike and Karen Royles

07887353118
01258 857804
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Sturminster Marshall Evening WI
Hello Everyone

We had 22 members turn out in the cold for our January meeting.  The
members  were treated to a very professional Hula Hoop display from Jasmin
Edwards.  Jasmin started 10 years ago performing to countless audiences
including stage shows, street performances, art festivals and many more.  She
currently works closely with Steamship Circus and has recently helped to
launch the Steamship Youth Circus and Cabaret.

After a demonstration from Jasmin all the members were encouraged to have a
go.  I have to say this went better for some than others, but however, skilled or
not we were I can honestly say I didn't see anyone in the room without a big
smile on their face and definitely a lot of laugher.  A really enjoyable evening.

If you want to find out more about the Steamship Circus following the link on
https://steamshipcircus.co.ul/

Some of our ladies from Spetisbury knitted Trauma Teds for the Blue Watch at
Westbourne Fire Station and they have been safely delivered.

Our next meeting in March is on the 20th of March and will be a talk by Chris
Brown, Wimborne Town Crier.

We have a very active Facebook page so if you are interested, please check it
out lots of photographs and our programme for the year can be found on there
just look for Sturminster Marshall Evening WI.

We are always pleased to welcome new members.

Our next meeting is on March  20th, 2025 @ 7.30 in the Old School
Sturminster Marshall.

For more information about SMEWI please contact Christine Rainsford on
01258 857413 or visit our website:
www.sturminstermarshalleveningwi.weebly.com

Follow us on Facebook: Sturminster Marshall Evening WI
Heather Trenchard
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Making More From Less – by Lys de Bray
As I write this in February I'm so happy to see the first snowdrops - Galanthus nivalis - just
coming into bloom.  These are the 'ordinary' ones, though there is nothing ordinary about a
snowdrop, and when you see the first ones out you'll know that spring is almost but not
quite here. You can get taller, bigger ones and doubles, too, but I'm quite happy with what
I've got. In your own garden mark the place, because they'll disappear quickly once the
flowers are over.

You have three choices now:
1) Leave them where they are, allowing the seeds to ripen and fall naturally, though they'll
(2) Once the leaves have withered lift the plant, tease the cluster of bulbs apart and replant
in small groups,
(3) If you want dozens of snowdrops then it might be fun to try the following method.
Allow to set seed, wait for this t to ripen and sow in seed trays of compost in an open cold
frame in a partly shaded position. Little green shoots will appear in due course and if you lift
one out you will see that tiny bulbs are forming. (Always a great moment, this!)  Allow to
grow on for a season for larger bulbs to form which are easier to handle.  There are many
named varieties of snowdrop, some with double flowers, and if your local garden centres
haven't got what you want you can send from one of the specialist nurseries, see below.
Other small spring-flowering bulbs can be treated in the same way.

As I write, wild primroses are popping up everywhere and if you've got the sort of garden
that I have, you'll see the very recognisable leaf-rosettes everywhere.  Leave the larger
clumps undisturbed to flower where they are; but dig the small ones up and replant where
you would like them to flower next year.  Shade these until they're established..  If you've
got some really large clumps, wait until flowering time is over and then lift and divide them
to make as many little three-stemmed clumps as you can, each with a root.  You can do
this with some named varieties of primula, such as Primula 'Wanda,' my favourite, which is
a brilliant, vivid magenta, but don't try it with the single-stemmed polyanthus.

Everybody loves bluebells, and to see (and smell) a spring woodland carpeted with them is a
magical sight, and if you' re walking among them it's even better, but please do keep to the
path if there is one The bird song, the sun shining through the leafing trees - magic.
Occasionally you may see a white-flowered bluebell - what would you call it? `Whitebell is
so clumsy. Please don't try to dig it up - it's illegal.  What you could do if you see a white-
flowering bluebell is to tie a string round a small stick with a dated label on it and push it
into the ground by the `Whitebell' and wait until all the flowers are over and setting seed.
(When this rattles, it's ripe and you can take a head of seed)  You can then copy nature and
sow immediately or keep it until autumn, or, belt and braces, both.  Don't forget to mark
the place where you saw the white bluebell with other strings round adjacent trees.  I have
sown seeds of wild white bluebells in the past - you need a lot of patience if you're going to
do this, because your seed will take about three/four years to come to flowering; but
though I've done it in the past, I never thought to sow my own white bluebell seed to find
out if the next generation came true.  If wishes were horses...

For seeds: Broadleigh Gardens, etc.
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D.W CRANE

GENERAL BUILDER
Over 20 years experience

Specialising in brickwork, blockwork,
porches, driveways,

conservatories, patios
and decking.

Also: Internal & external decorating,
landscaping and

gardens.

Tel: 01258 454104 OR 07835 112802

Professional & Reliable service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run, local business.  We buy all
cars, bikes campers, etc. for cash at a time to suit you.  Trading in
elsewhere?  We can usually offer more...  And we will happily come

to you.
Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk for “warts and all”

descriptions & photos of the current stock.  Part ex. welcome.
Warranties on all cars.

Call: Don MacLeod on 01258 839209 or 07782 189555
(Mon-Sun 8am - 9pm)
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Parish Directory

The Parish of Kingston Lacy and Shapwick
Rector:-Revd Canon Andrew Rowland

(The rector’s day off is Friday)
Email: rector@wimborneminster.org.uk

01202 882340

Organists: contact Churchwarden

Churchwarden Kingston Lacy: Rob Langdown 01202 841381
Email: Kl-cw@wimborneminster.org.uk

Churchwarden Shapwick: Anne Tillin 01258 858208
PCC Secretary: Margaret Langdown 01202 841381
Treasurer: Christine Cosgrove 01258 858876
Electoral Roll Officer: Janet Tory 01258 857531

Sturminster Marshall Parish Church
Vicar: Rev. Jane Williams (Jane’s day of rest is usually Friday,
sometimes Thursday and sometimes both)

01258 858604

Email: janewilliamsrpc@outlook.com
Red Post Benefice Clerk: Vicky Harrison King
...Email: redpostbenefice@outlook.com
Organists: contact Churchwarden
Churchwarden: Katy Norman 07815 610595
Churchwarden: Carol Johnson 07400 356901
PCC Secretary: Liz York 01258 857528
PCC Treasurer: Mr Edward Warren 01258 857467
Verger: Vacant
Captain of the ringers: Mr M. Stickley 01202 021895
Electoral roll officer: Elaine Huntriss 07818 280800

Schools
Sturminster Marshall First School: Mrs N. Charman 01258 857348
Sturminster Marshall Pre-school: Mrs Patsy Barnes 01258 858395
Pamphill CE First School: Mr Michael Wheeler 01202 883008
Pamphill Pre-School Nursery: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977
The Old School Shapwick Nursery: Ms. E. Praschma 01258 857922

Police
Police station (non emergency number) 101
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Hall Bookings
Old School, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. Val Brown

Contact by email only, please, to: hall.mackrell@outlook.com
Memorial Hall, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. K. Kollberg 07729 712428

Email: sturhallbookings@gmail.com
Pamphill Parish Hall: Mrs. Pip Chissell

Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

Councillors
Dorset Councillor: Cllr. Mr Will Chakawhata

Email: cllwill.chakawhata@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Chair: Mrs Sonia Cade

Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Alison Clothier
Email: sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk

07469 780548

Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Chair: Mr. Martin Underhill
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

For Sturminster Marshall
Sturminster Marshall FC: Mr. D. Miller 01258 857314
Church Preservation Trust: Jan Standing 07973 766614
School Society: Liz Naulls (Co Chair)
School Society: Amelia Atkins (Co Chair)

Email: schoolsociety@sturminstermarshall.sch.uk
WI Evening Secretary: Ms. Lynn Tong 07500 444352
Sports Association: Mr. R. Haysom 01258 857616
Gardening Club: 01258 857118

01258 857800
SturminsterMarshall Craft Club: Mrs. Barbara Beaves 01258 858404
Brownies: Miss J. Hayter 01202 885309
Guides: Mrs .L. Seare 07759 892965
Henbury Residents' Association: Mr. M. Soper 01258 857647
Homewatch Co-Ordinator: Mr. Adrian Holden 01258 858884
Sturminster Marshall Short Mat Bowls & Social Club: Mr. J. Case
CaseCase

01202 690718
Sturminster Marshall Village History Website 07469 780548

For Pamphill
Kingston Lacy Skittles Club: Mr. R. Frost 01202 883084
Kingston Lacy Cricket Club: Mr. S. Maine 07969 883814
Pamphill Pre-School: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977

For Shapwick
S.C.T. (Village Green): Jez Bragg 07813 925681
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